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When the Enemy ſhall come in like @ 
P£lood, the Spirit of the Lord ſhall 
lift up @ Standard againſt him. 


H E Prophet, in the Contexg"g 
a Deſcription of the heinous 
gainſt Gop and Man, conmugti 
the Jews, together with themugagle 
and unhappy Condition, conſequent 
thereupon ; their Hearts were Sources of evil 
Thoughts, which their Mouths diſcharged in 
perverſe Words, and their Hands and Feet were 
forward to execute ; their Iniquity was ſuch, 
that it broke off Communion with Almighty 
Gop; that it ſtood, as a Cloud, intercepting 
their Prayers, that they could not aſcend to the 
Throne of Mercy ; and left them in a dark and 
deſolate State, with no Proſpe&t of Peace and 
Happineſs, but with the fad Prognoſtics of ap- 
proaching Ruin. The deadly Contagion was ſo 
far ſpread through every Rank and Condition 
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of Men, that not one could be found to ſtand 
in the Breach, and divert the Wrath of Al- 
mighty Gop from the Sinners Heads. He ſaw 
that there was no Man, (ver. 16.) and wondred 
that there was no wo ls od : In this Diſtreſs, 
— interpoſed, and ſet up a Standard to 


oppoſe Wickedneſs come in upon them like a. 


fweeping Flood, and reſtore Truth and Virtue 
. to the Earth. The Chapter is a Prophecy of 
that which ſhould happen in remote Times, and 
relates to the moral and religious State of the 
Jewiſh Church, when the Son of Gop ſhould 
be ready to come and aboliſh Sin, and deſtroy 
the Devil, by his own Death ; that 1s, the Chap- 
ter foretels, that the Period allotted to the Jew- 
iſh Oeconomy being almoſt ended, the Sins of 

the Nation would become ſo great, that the 
 Spiritigf G 0D would lift up a Standard in Jeſus 


Chriſt, both Gop and Man, who ſhould puta 


top tothe growing Wickedneſs, and deſtroy 
wDevil, the Author of it. 

THarT in Chriſt's 'Iime there was ſuch a 
Decline in the Jewiſh Church, the Goſpel in- 
forms us in the cleareſt Terms. The Truth 


was corrupted (a), both prophetic and moral, 


with falſe Gloſſes; and ſome were ſo blinded, 
as to dare to maintain (5) there was no Reſur- 
reftion, neither Angel nor Spirit ; the ritual 
Law, appointed for a Time, was obſerved by 
them with more Exa&neſs than the Duties of 


Love, which always oblige, (c) for they paſſed 


over Judgment and the Love of God. They were 


INOore 


{s) Mat. xv. z==——10., Ads xiii. 27. 
(6) AQts xxiii. 8. (c) Luke x1. 42- 
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more intent on (a) waſhing the Hands, than 
purifying the Heart; on a Form of Godlineſs, 
than the Power of it. Their Charity (5) to 
Men, and Devotion (c) to Gop, were done in 
a Manner, that ſhewed their Intention was po- 
pular Applauſe, or to cover (4) Hypocriſy with 
other Wickedneſs abounding in them. They 
were Lovers (e) of the World, more than of 
Gor; Rebels in their Heart againſt Gov's 
Ordinance ( f'), the Civil Magiſtrate ; and De- 
ſpiſers (g) of others, who had leſs Shew of ex- 
ternal Righteouſneſs, but more Humility from 
a Senſe of their Sins. 'Their falſe Zeal in build- 
ing (þ) the Sepulchres of antient Prophets, was 
a dark Prelude to their finiſhing their Wicked- 
neſs with the worſt of Crimes, the publick 
Crucifixion of the Son of GoDp; in thort, their 
Righteouſneſs was ſuch, as none could (llihe 
ſaved by ; and their Wickedneſs ſo greallin_ 
could hardly eſcape (k) the Damnation of_—_— 
AND that Chriſt was raiſed up for a SE 
dard or Enſign in this Diſtreſs, to revive the 
Knowledge and Practice of Truth, and aboliſh 
Sin with the Author of it, when the World 
was weak, and none could oppoſe them but 
Divine Power, is clear from 1/aiah, as well as 
| St. Fobn ; from the Prophet 1/azah in theſe 
Words, 7m that rl Tl ſhall be a Root 

of TFeſſe, which ſhall fland for an Enfign © 
% 1, ; to 1t ſhall the Gentiles ſeek : cor 
| tO 


(a) Mark vii. 3. (5) Matth. vi. 2. (:) Ver. 5, 
4) Matth. xxitl. 2 5====20, (2) Luke xvi. 14. John v. 44. 
(/) Matth. xxii. 15.23, (g) Luke xvii. gm], 

{Þ) Matth. xxuwi. 29, &, (7) Matth, V. 20, 

(4) Matth, XX18. 33. (7) Ila, x1. 10, 
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to which as the Words of Chriſt in the Goſ- 


el of St. John, and 1, if I be lifted up from 
the Earth Jo will draw = Men ns 3k, 
he ſaid, fignifying what Death be ſhould die ; 
by which Death undergone on the Croſs, he 
defiroyed him (6b) that had the Power of Death, 
that is, the Devil. 

Tur fame Method of raiſing up Perſons 
of Knowledge and Faith, was obſerved by Pro- 
vidence on like Occaſions at other Junctures, 
Abraham (c) was called both to check the Pro- 
oreſs of increaſing Idolatry, and to put a Stop 
to the Conqueſits and Succeſles of thoſe Princes, 
who were Patrons of it, and in whoſe Domi- 
nions the Error began. And to paſs by others, 
both eminent Perſons and Bodies of Men, who 


followed after his Death, through the Peoples 

Obſtinacy, and the Prince's Folly. 
 WaHarT has been done in our own Days, 
or what Standard Gop has ſet up to ſuppreſs 
Wickedneſs, we may ſee with Pleaſure in this 
awful Place, where excellent Perſons of dif- 
ferent Ranks and eminent Stations, would not 
have aſſembled at this Time, if the Cauſe of 
Gop, the Love of Mankind, and the Good of 
the Publick, had not engaged them in the pious 
Deſign 


(a) John xiui. 32, 33. fee alſo ch. in. 14. which compare with 
Numb, xxi. 8, g, (5) Heb. ii. 14. (c) Gen. xi. 
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Deſign of ſtemming the Torrent of abounding 
Wickedneſs. What the Sins are which have 
given an Occaſion to this Stand, we very well 
know ; they are not concealed in dark Corners 
and ſecret Recefles, but thruſt themſelves upon 
us, whereſoever we go ; and overgrown Wick- 
edneſs walks in our Streets, with the Air and 
Impudence of a bold Strumper. 

I $sHALL not entertain you with the long 
Detail of ſo horrid a Scene, which Aion mult 
remedy, and not Words, I ſhall only beg leave 
to touch by the way on two or three Sins of the 
largeſt Size, by which we may judge unto what 
Stature Sin has attained in the preſent Age. 

Tre firſt is, Apoſtacy from revealed Truth. 
If the Scriptures were delivered by Perſons 


acted by the Holy Ghoſt, as Chriſtians believe 
on the beſt Evidence, which has ſtood the Teſt 


of many Generations, and cannot give way 
modern Attacks, having always triumpheaw . 
like Encounters with rude Infidels, the Scheme 

of Religion contained in them, or the Goſpel 

Scheme, is the Counſel of God, or the Method 
of Providence, foretold by the Prophets, and 
eſtabliſhed in Jeſus the Son of Mary, of the 
Seed of David, by which he decreed to deliver 
Man from the Guilt of Sin, and the Power of 
Death. 'The Subſtance of which is in ſhort 
this, that a great King, Prophet, and Prieſt, the 
Head of Mankind, both the Son of Gov, and 
the Son of Man, ſhould appear in the World 
to reſtore Truth, to renew Righteouſneſs, and 
to fave Man from the Conſequences of Sin ; 


and that at a Time, when the State of the 


World 
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World ſhould be ſo far depraved by a long 
Progreſs in Error and Vice, that nothing could 
prevail to divert the Stroke of Divine Juſtice, 
but his great Merit, Interceiſtion, and Sacrifice ; 
and that Jeſus Chriſt was this Prince and De- 
liverer, proved to be ſuch by a punctual Ac- 
compliſhment of ancient Prophecies, reſpe&ing 
the Time of his firſt Coming ; by a Courſe of 
Miracles during his Miniſtry, which none could 
perform but the great Gop, who created all 
Things ; and after his Death, by his riſing again 
in the ſame Body, a Pledge and Afſurance to 
all Believers of the like Iflue of their Life 
of Faith, working by Love. This with the 
Truths relating” to the Spirit, is the Sum of a 
Doctrine firmly eſtabliſhed on the cleareſt E- 
vidence, believed by Men of the greateſt Abili- 
ties in all Ages, juſtified in the Lives of eminent 
Saints and Martyrs diſperſed through theWorld, 
Axeceived into States, as the pureſt Means to 
tran up the People in the ſeveral Duties of 
the ſocial Life, and for future Happineſs. Now 
the Scriptures containing theſe weighty Truths, 
in Defiance to Evidence, to the Senſe of the 
Learned, to National Wiſdom, and the Fit- 
neſs of the Scheme to the Circumſtances of 
Men, are openly attacked as Forgery and Im- 
poſture by hardy Spirits, who do not conſider, 
they confirm the Truth of what they oppoſe, 
by fulfilling the Prophecies contained in them ; 
and with ſo much Spleen, as may uſually be 
expected from unſettled Minds, which, not ſa- 
tisfied with their own Syſtems, relieve their 
Uneaſineſs by the rough Aſaults which ny 
make 
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make on others ; and to what End ? but to ſer 
up a Faculty as ſupreme Guide, which, with- 
out Revelation, cannot diſcover the Counſel of 
Gop ; and which, biaſſed by Appetites, and term- 
porary Views, can never produce a conſiſtent 
Scheme of Dodrines and Precepts in different 
Perſons, whoſe ruling Paſſions are not the ſame. 
As Pride runs through this whole Management, 
which will not permit them to think them- 
ſelves ſuch, as Scripture deſcribes them in their 
natural State; and they ſcorn to be Debtors 
for their Future Happineſs to another's Merit, 
which they hope to gain by their own Con-_ 
duct; and ' as Habit has advanced them to the 
Scorner's Seat, there is little Hope of reform- 
ing theſe, but by ſuch Method as Solomon pre- 
ſcribes, Smite the Scorner, and the Simple will 
beware (a). 

THE ſecond Sin, is that of Uncleanneſs, the 
natural Conſequent of the Love of Error : For 
if Men fall from the Spirit of Gop, which 
ſanQifies the Body, it is no Wonder they be-_ 
come Slaves to the Luſts of it. Having turned 
their Backs to the Means of Salvation appointed 
of Gop, they have no ſolid and well-grounded 
Hope of their Future Happineſs, no laſting 
and firm Peace in their own Minds, the pure 
Effect of Righteouſneſs and Truth, nor any 
Teſtimony of a good Conſcience. In this Un- 
certafnty and Darkneſs within, they are forced 
to look for the Comfort without, which the 
cannot find in their own Boſom ; ſenſible Ob- 


jets are the Goods applied to for this purpoſe ; 
_ the importunate Appetite 1s chiefly indulged ; 


B and 


(a) Prov. xix. 25. 
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and the Reaſon they boaſt of, is vilely imployed 
to defend the Practice: Nay, this fort of Com- 
merce is ſo tenderly thought of, in certain Cir- 
cumſtances, by ſome People, that the BiBLz it 
{elf has been tampered with by them, and a 
new Verſion publiſhed to the World, with ſuch 
Variations from the old Text, as would almoſt 
perſwade us they were purpoſely made for the 
Sake of thoſe, who retaining a Reverence for 
this Book, could not be expected to comply 
with a Practice condemned in it; for Harlot 
and Whore, the common Appellations for un- 
married Women lewdly conforting with unmar- 
ried Men, are changed into (a) Terms, which 
ſeem to be deſigned to exclude all, but the 
worſe Sinners of the lewd Kind, from the Num- 


ber branded with thoſe Names. 


IF the wanton Appetite be not reſtrained in 
its firſt Sallies, what Security can the Sober 
have, that it will not advance to greater Exceſs, 
and invade the Right and Property of others ? 
and what Confuſion will not enſue in the cone 
jugal State upon ſuch Infults? mutual Aﬀec- 
tion and Confidence will ceaſe; Families be 


corrupted with a vile liſue, multiplied for the 


Sword, the Peſtilence, and the Famine, or other 


Calamities; Education be negleQed ; the Pa- 
rents puniſhed in the Vices and Rebellions of 
their wicked Children, and the Children un- 
done by the bad Example of their worſe Pa- 
rents ; and publick Proſperity founded on the 
Prudence of Family-Oeconomy will fink with 
It, BuT 


(a) See New Verſion, Matth. xxi. 31. Luke xv.-31.1 Cor. vi. 
15, Heb. xi. 31. Jamesil. 254 | 
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BuT the worſt Sin of the lewd Kind, is 
Unnatural Luſt, an outward Sign of an inward 
Apoſtacy from Gop's Word. St. Pau! men- 
tions it as a Crime prevailing in the Dregs of 
Time ; They changed, ſays he, the Glory of the 
uncorruptible God into an Image made like unto 
corruptible (a) Man, and to Birds, and four 
footed Beaſts, and creeping Things. —— For this 
Cauſe, God gave them up unto vile Aﬀetlions, 
&c. Apoftacy from Gop gave an Occaſion to 
the heinous Sin, and the heinous Sin practited 
by many, ſhewed the Extent of the Apottacy 
from Gop. If we look o'er the Catalogue which 
the Apoſtle gives us of the Sins of the Times, 
we ſhall ſoon ſee that none could be worlſe. 
The blackeſt Iniquiry may ſometime be acted 
1n the beſt Days, but when Numbers are con- 
cerned, the Extent of the Caule is known from 
the Effect. There were Sodomites in the Land (b), 

__ was a Mark of Infamy, when Idolatry revived, 
and Uncleanneſs followed as the Shadow of it ; 
the taking away whom, is mentioned with Ho- 
nour of King A/a, as a viſible Proof, that he 
did (c) right in the Eyes of the Lord; and is 
Part of the Character of good Jehoſnaphar, 

who finiſhed (4) the Work of rooting our this 
vile and abominable Race, which his Father 

had begun. As this great Sin diſcovered of 

late in the Practice of many, is a Sign of In- 
fidelity ſecretly propagated, fo the vigorous 

Efforts made to ſuppreis it, may be looked on, 

I hope, -as the Efie&t of the Grace and Good- 

neſs of Gop, as a comfortable Omen that his 

B 2 | King- 


(a) Rom. i. 23, 26. . (6) 1 Kings xiv. 24. 
(c) 1 Kings XV. I1, 12: (7) —— xx. 40. 
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Kingdom will be ſuffered to continue with us, 
and in part, a fulfilling of the Words of my 
Text. A late Adverſary to revealed Truth, 
in touching on the War that was made on 
Benjamin by the other Tribes, for attempting 
the Wickedneſs I now ſpeak of, though they 
failed in it, and for. practiſing another of a 
lefler Kind, or probably the ſame, with the ut- 
moſt Greedineſs, calls it, a Quarre! the oddeſt 
that ever was(a), though the Offenders were pro- 
rected by the whole Tribe, and the Crime 1uch 
as threatned to root out the whole Nation, it it 
were not reſtrained by timelyReproof ; but ſuch 
are the Sentiments of theſe Moraliiſts, and fuch 
the Reformation the World muſt expect. 
* THe third Sin 1s, Open Perjury in Courts 
of Fuſtice. An Oath is a ſolemn and reli- 
gious At, where the Perſon ſwearing, calls 
upon Gop, the impartial Judge, and moſt 
ſure Avenger of falſe Dealing, to witneſs the 
Truth of ſomething athirmed or denied by 
him ; which, if not performed with an honeſt 
Mind, is a heinous Crime in reſpect of G op, 
of the Civil Magiſtrate, of the Perſon injured, 
and the falſe Swearer. 
* In reſpe& of Gop: For the hardened 
Wretch, who touches the Goſpels with a_ 
Hand defiled with the Works of Wickednelſs, 
and kifles the Book with deceitful Lips, in 
order to teſtify and eſtabliſh a Lie, is guilty 
of a Sin, which in Truth implies, whatſo- 
ever Appearance it may outwardly es, 
| | * that 
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(a) Chriſtianity as old, &:. p. 348. 
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' What is thus mark'd [<] was not delivered in the Preaching. 
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that he does not believe that there is 
any Gop, the Witneſs and Avenger of falſe 
Swearing, or that any Providence governs the 
World; that the Scriptures he ſwears on, are 
a ſacred Syſtem of Doarines and Precepts 
given by Gop; and that any better and 
more uſeful Guide can be followed by him, 
than his own Senſe and Opinion of Things, 
howlſoever diſagreeable to publick Laws, if 
he can but eſcape the Penalties of them. Such 
is the Contempt which is flung upon G op, 
and his holy Word, by the Sin of Perjury. 


© IN reſpect of the Magiſtrate ; who, not 


being preſent in all Places ar all Times, muſt 
take Information from others Report, and a&t 
in Conformity to the Evidence given. In 
which Caſe, the Civil Authority may be fo 
far abuſed by miſchievous Tongues, repreſent- 
ing Matters in a falſe Light, as to mils of the 
End for Which 1it was ordained, the Encou- 
ragement of Virtue, and the Puniſhment of 
Vice ; and the Sword be directed at the Head 
of thoſe whom it ought to protect ; and un- 


happily 1mployed to protect thoſe whom it 


ought to puniſh ; a Misfortune ſo great, that 
perhaps a greater can hardly happen to a good 
Magiſtrate, intent on the Benefit of each In- 
dividual, as well as the whole. 
© In reſpe&t of the Injured : For the falſe 
Swearer drefles the Innocent in his own Crimes, 
and appears adorned with the other's Virtues ; 
by which Fraud, he gains the Encourage- 
ment due to Virtue; and the Honeſt and 
Juſt, the Rewards of Wickedneſs. Where 
this prevails, there is no Security ; nothing we 
* enjoy 
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enjoy can be called our own, but a good Con- 
{cience, and Gop's Favour. The Labour of 
Years, and the ſweet Fruits of a painful In- 
duſtry, may be ſnatched from us in a Mo- 
ment of Time by a perjured Tongue. Vair- 


tuous may be turned into vicious Actions ; 


Credit and Intereſt, the outward Advantages 
of a good Life, may be ſuddenly funk ; and 
the beſt of Men be put on a Level with the 
worſt Subjects by the Magic of it ; efpeci- 
ally thoſe, who, reſiſting the Progreſs of a- 
bounding Wickedneſs, are expoſed thereby to 
its Laſh and Venom above others. 4 Man 
that beareth falſe Witneſs againſt his Neigh- 
bour, ſays Solomon (a), is a Maul, and a Sword, 
and a ſharp Arrow, 

© In reſpect of the Perjured : For he who 
{wears, renounces the Help of Almighty Go, 
if he do not ſpeak in Sincerity and Truth, 
So belþ me God, ſays he, that is, as the Word 
is true, or the Promiſe ſure, which his Lips 
have uttered. By which it appears, that the 
falſe Swearer forfeits the Protection and Fa- 
vour of Gop, the greateſt Loſs which a Man 
can ſuſtain on this Side the Grave. For no- 
thing can conduct us, but G oÞ's Grace, thro' 
the various Trials of this Life ; can dire& our 
Counſels, proſper our Endeavours, and at laſt 
convey vs through the Gates of Death, to e- 
ternal Happineſs, Sad then is his State, who, 
{tript of the Help and Protection of G op, 
is expoſed thereby to the manifold Ills, which 
the Cunning of Men, and the Malice of Sa- 


* tan, may contrive againſt him ; who always 


* Tang- 
(a) Prov. xxv. 18, 
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« ranging, like a hungry Lion, through the wide 
« World, devours faithleſs and unhappy Souls, 
© which foriake the Fortreis of Divine Power. 
« For the perjured Man (#8) is hated of Gop, as 
© a bold Profaner of his holy Name ; the Juſtice 
© he appealed to, daily (5) purſues him ; the 
«* Cries of the Injured teſtify againſt him, and 
* call for Vengeance; the Curſe due to his 
* heinous Wickedneſs preys (c) on his Family 
* like a foul Leproſy, or an eating Canker ; and 
* the profane Tongue, ſhall be (4) burnr 
* and tortured with eternal Fire. Such is the 
* Damage which reſults on the perjured and 
* deceitful Man, from his Sin againit G op, the 
* Magiſtrate, his Neighbour, and his own Soul. 
I MIGHT add ſomething of the various 
Forms which Sin has appeared in among o0- 
thers, who ſeem to profels the Religion of 
Chriſt; ſuch as, Curſing and Swearing, noto- 
rious Frauds and Breaches of Truſt, Violence 
and Rapine, with other Vices obvious to moſt ; 
bur I haſt to ſpeak of the Cauſe and Remedy. 
THE inward Caule, as is well known, is 
the Principle of Sin ſubſifting in the Nature 
derived from Adam; but the Doctrine of Chriſt 
being publiſhed to the World to prevent its In- 
creale, and inſtru& the Mind in Virtue and 
Truth, a Queſtion may be asked, how it comes 
to paſs, that it has not obtained the defired 
Effet? The beſt Anſwer I can poſlibly make, 
and what I am perſwaded is the chief Reaſon, 
- 1S the great Neglect of the {ſacred Books, con- 


tain- 


(a) Prov. vi. 16, 19. (4) ch. xix. 6-217 28. (2) Zech.; v.33 45. 
(4) Plalm cxx. 3. Old Verhon, comp. with Janics 11. 6, 
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taining the Rule both of Faith and Manners; 
my Meaning 1s this, that Error and Vice could 
never have ſpread into all Ranks, nor attained 
to that Stature, Confidence, and Strength, which 
they have at preſent, had the Word of Gop 
been allowed a Place in every Family, and been 
read and conſidered with a Zeal equal to the 
Importance of it. There is no Hope of a 
publick Reformation bur from that of Fami- 
lies; . nor of that of Families, but from 
ſome perfect and adequate Rule, unmixed with 
the Fancies and Errors of Men, which Maſters 
and Parents may all depend on as a ſure 
Director of their own Conduct ; and by Help 
of which, they may teach, correct, and educate 
others under their Care, for the honeſt Sup- 
port of the Buſineſs of Life, and the Blefling 
of Gop in the next World. Were the Bible 
often in every one's Hand, the Doctrine it con- 
tains would be written on his Heart, and im- 
prefſed upon his Mind ; it would ſpread its 
Influence through the whole Man, and furniſh 
him with proper and inſtructive Thoughts on 
every Occaſion inviting him to fin. But with- 
out the Direction of Gop's Word, and the 
Grace accompanying the Knowledge of it, each 
muſt be guided by his own Light, imperfe& 
as it 18, which, ſecretly biafſed by ſome ruling 
Paſſion, will ever be forward to determine for 
the Fleſh, where Fleſh is concerned, and not 
for the Cauſe of Virtue and Truth, or accord- 


| ding to the Nature and Reaſon of Things. 


T 1s then being the Caſe, the firſt Step 
towards a publick Reformation by amending 


Fa- 
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Families, is to do our Endeavour, that the 
Uſe of the BiBLE be revived in them. The 
Doctrine is derived from the Spirit of Gon, 
who, perfect in Knowledge, adapts his Laws to 
the Nature and Circumſtances of Mankind, and 
does not oppreſs them with unprofitable Truth. 
The End it propoſes, 1s the Viſion of Gop; 
and the Means is ſuch, as cannot be met with 
in any Syſtem of Doctrines and Precepts, that 
| ſolely proceed from rational Light, being the 

pure Ette& of the infinite Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs of Gop, which none could diſcover till 
himſelf revealed it by his own Spirit. Ir ſhews 
us our Corruption, as a faithful Mirror the 
Blemiſhes of the Face; the Miſery we are ex- 
poſed to without a Remedy ; the Nature of 
the Remedy provided by Gop; the Manner of 
applying it, or Conditions requiſite on Man's 
| Part, to obtain the Benefit ; the preſent Ad- 
vantage of ſuch Application; and the future 
 Bleffing in the State of Glory. Its Pages ſwell 
with ſo copious, inſtructive, and delightful a 
Variety of Fats and Remarks, Exhortations 
| and Precepts, relating to private and publick 
Life, to Perſons and Communities ; and open 
ſo large and ſurprizing a Scene of divine Oeco- 
nomy, that it truly may be ſaid, that the Order 
of Nature and civil Proſperity depend on the 
Knowledge and Practice of them. For certain 
it is, that the publick Peace and Welfare of 
the Jews, and their natural Bleſſings, were more 
or leſs, as the Law was regarded or neglected 
by them ; and there 1s no Realon to expedt leſs 


$ from 
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from a conſtant Adherence to the Goſpel of 
Chriſt. 

Bu T further ; the Book of Gop ſhould of- 
ten be read with Attention equal to the Impor- 
tance of it: Be read often; to renew the Me- 
mory of what we have learned, which might 
otherwiſe be loſt in the Torrent of Buſineſs 
rolling in upon us every Day. For the Doc- 
trines relating to the Perion, Dignity, and Mi- 
niftry of Chriſt, the Trinity in Unity, and the 
Ilethod of Salvation, being tranſmitted to us 
in the ſacred Books, and not diſcoverable by 
meer Reaſon or. natural Light, might ſoon be 
forgotten, if they were not impreſiled and fixed 
in the Mind, by frequent Recouries to Gop's 
Word. The ſame muſt be ſaid of the moral 
Law, the Duties of which are ſummed up in 
Love, which ſhould bear a Proportion in the 
Goſpel Oeconomy to (a) the Love of Gop in 
his Son Chriſt. It muſt alſo be read wth Ar- 
tention by our ſelves, and with Diligence to 
our Families ; and the Paſſages compared, the 
dark with the clear, that the Light of one may 
illuſtrate the other, till the whole be digeſted, 
and become a Part of our own ſelves: Ye ſhall 
teach your Children, ſays G oD, ſpeaking of them, 


_ when thou fitteſt 11 thine Howſe (b), and when thou 


walkeſt by the Way ; when thou lieſt down, and 
when thou r1ſeft up : And Solomon, When thou zeſt, 

it ſhall lead thee ; when thou Jeepeſt it ſhall keep 
law; ; and when thou awakeſt, it ſhall talk with 
thee (c). The Pſalmiſt was ſo zealous in con- 


VETI= 


(a) 1 John iv. 10, 11. John xiv. 34. xv. 12. 
(5) Deut. vi. 7. (c) Prov.vi. 22. 
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verſing with the Law, or meditating on it, that 
he ſays, Mine Eyes prevent the Night-watches, 
that I might meditate in thy Word (a). And the 
Advantage was ſuch, that he gratefully de- 
clares it in theſe Words, Thou (b) through thy 
Commandments haſt made me wiſer than mine E- 
nemies, for they are ever with me. I have more 
Underſtanding than all my Teachers, for thy Teſ- 
fimonies are my Meditation. T underſtand more 
than the Antients, becauſe I keep thy Precepts. 
Trex Buſineſs of the World ſhould be no 


Objection in this Caſe; for the Knowledge of 


Truth, which quickens the Soul, is of more 
Concern to the Happineſs of Man, than a tem- 
poral Intereſt affecting the Body, and extending 
no farther than this Life. 'the moſt buty 
Men, howſoever oppreſſed with the Weight of 
Aﬀairs, will yer find Leiture to refreſh the 
Body, and why not the Soul ? will dedicate 
Evenings to Company and Mirth, and why not 
a Part of their ſpare Time to converte with 
Scripture, a ſure Guide, a Comtorter in 'Trou- 
ble, a Fund of ſolid and concealed Pleature, 


ſweeter (c) than Honey, and the Honey-comb, and 


ſurpaſſing in Value the greateſt 'Treature? _ 
Ir thoſe who attend on the Bulinels oi Shops, 
would employ Parr of their dead Hours every 


Day, when Trade intermits, in reading the Þ1- 


ble, and not in a liſtleſs and idie Polture, or 
in gazing on the Crowd that paſſes by the Door, 


or amuzing the Mind with unprofitable Bouks, 


or miſchievous Pamphlets, which the Age a- 
bounds with, the unhappy Product of nutem- 
- Se | ployed 


?a) Palm cxix. 148. (4) Ver. 98, 99, 100. {a) Pialm xix. 10. 


- = 
ne og 9. 2 ET IS. Wy OE © —— V y 
=- " == IS JL + y : | 
Een LEES NG St IF a5 : 
: nn g_ OS : —_— a 


— 


- Ss =” %: Do—oe_- 


— I 


20 ASERMON before the SociETrEES 
ployed Heads; and if other Perſons of higher 


Stations, and greater "Talents, would not be 
backward to conſult a Rule detigned for the 
Benefit of all Ranks and Conditions of Men, 
what an Improvement would they not make 
in Knowledge and Practice? how would they 
be able to caſt off the Impreſſions of Error and 
Vice ? the important Truth would be upper- 
moſt in their Minds ; their Heart would burn 
with the Love of it; and the Mouth ſpeak 


| from the Abundance of the Heart. Converſa- 


tion would turn on the right Foot ; and reli- 
gious Diſcourſe, accounted by many an unfit 
Entertainment for polite Company, would re- 
cover its Credit in the Interview of Friends, 
and prove a Refreſhment, exceeding any thing 
that Wealth could afford for the Pleaſure of 
Senſe. But the Practice of ſome is an evident 
Proof, that their ſpare Hours are otherwiſe 
ſpent, than in reading and meditating on G o D's 
Word. 

THrr poorer Sort, who have little Pleaſure 
in this World, ſhould, above others, ſeek for 
their Comfort in this Book, and ſupport their 
Spirits in their low State, with the Hope of 
the Promiſes contained in it ; but Experience 


teaches us, It is quite otherwiſe with many of 


them. They do not fly to the Word of Gop 
for Relief in their Trouble, Labour, and Pain, 
but to Publick-houſes, looking no further than 
the little Refreſhment they find there, the Et- 
fect of which being ſoon over, they repeat the 
Remedy, till in Proceſs of Time they ruin their 
Body to quiet their Mind. It is much to be 

feared, 
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feared, that the Word of GoDp 1s the only Ne- 
ceſſlary which they have not purchaſed ; for it 
is ſcarce credible, but ſo good a Book, were it 
always by them, would invite them ſometime 
to look into it ; or that any could read, and not 
be reproved, or inſtructed by it. The firſt Im- 
preſſion, which is thus made, might prepare 
the Way for a ſecond Thought, and gently 
lead them to higher Sentiments, and a better 
Conduct. For the Word of God (a) is /ike as 
a Fire, — and like a Hammer that breaketh the 
Rocks in Pieces. It 1s guick(b), and power ful, 
and ſharper than any two edged Sword, piercing 
even to the dividing aſunder of Soul and Spirit, 
and of the foints and Marrow, and is a Dij- 
cerner of the Thoughts and Intents of the Heart. 
There is enough plain for the meaneſt Capa- 
City ; the Grace of Gop will never be wanting 
to ſincere Hearts; and the Learned are near 
to reſolve Difficulties. 

Ir any be ſo poor, that their ſmall Income, 
which their bodily Wants continually demand, 
1s the true Reaſon, that they are not provided 
with this Book; in ſuch caſe, to procure them 
That which they cannot purchaſe, or to uſe 
their Endeavours that the Word of G op, the 
Food of the Soul, be reduced to a Price, which 


does not exceed the Condition of the Poor, is 


a Work worthy of the Bounty of the Rich, and 
_ Authority of the Great. For the high Price 1s 
a Famine of the Word. Whatfoever abundance 
the Shops may afford, it 1s not for thoſe who 
cannot be Purchaſers, for on other Terms they 
will 

(a) Jer. xxil1. 29. (3). Heb. iv. 12, 
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will hardly be ſupplied, if they be nor relieved 
by liberal Hands. But the generous Pity, which 
you ſhewed to Chriſtians of remote Countries, 
in the rich Preſent of ſacred Books, which you 
ſent among them in their own Language, is a 
Ground of Hope to our ownPoor,that you cannot 


obſerve their neceſſitous State in your own Gates, 


near your own Doors, without extending con- 
venient Relief according to your Power. For 
it no leſs concerns us to preſerve Chriſtianity in 
our own Land, than to uſe our Endeavours to 
revive it abroad. £0 

I cannot but obſerve before I proceed to the. 
next Head, that the great Reformations wrought 
in the Church, and the firm Adherence of pri- 
vate Chriſtians, to the true Faith in perſecuting 
Times, were each owing to the ſacred Books, 
either publickly read, or privately ſtudied. Ezra 
reformed (a) upon this Foot; zhey read 77 the 


Book, in the Law of God diſtinfly, and gave the 
Senſe, and cauſed them to underſtand the Read- 


ing. And ſo did Fe/iah, guided therein by the 
very Book, which the Lawgiver left them for 
a certain Standard of pure Doctrine to ſucceed- 
ing Ages; he read in their Ears all the Words of 
the Book of the Covenant that was found in the 
Houſe of the Lord (6) - and made a Cove- 
nant before the Lord, to perform the Words 
of the Covenant, which are written in this Book, 


As Idolatry vaniſhed at the Light of them, fo 


the Gentile Converts could not be reduced to 


their old Superſtition by the worſt Treatment, 


{0 


(a) Nehem. viii. 8. ſee alſo, ver. 13, 13. ch. 1X. 3, 39. x. 29. 
(5) 2 Chron, xxxX1v. 30, 31. 
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fo long as the Scriptures continued in their 
Hands, and were read in private. Hence it 
came to pais that the Perſecutors Rage fell on 
the BIBLE as well as on the Paſtors, the remov- 
ing of whom from their feveral Flocks could 
avail little, while their Place was ſupplied by 
ſo perfect a Guide as the Goſpel at Home. An 
Edict was publiſhed to compel them to deliver 
up the facred Books. Thoſe who complyed, 
were looked on as Renouncers of the true 
Faith ; but the brave Chriſtian chofe to ſub- 
mit to the worſt Puniſhment, rather than be 
guilty of aCting a Part, which too much re- 
ſembled the Sin of Judas; and Chriſtianity 
was preſerved through their obſtinate Zeal to- 
gether with the BiBLz. Can then any one 
think, that That which ſupported the Chriſtian 
Religion under ſuch Difficulties, 1s not ſuffci- 
ent, if read and confidered, to revive and ad- 
vance it in peaceable Times? What was the 
Conſequence of not allowing it to private Fa- 
milies, moſt of us know. The Doctrines of Men 
were put in the Place of revealed Truth ; and 
Articles introduced, which had no Foundation 
in Gop's Word, or were contrary to it. The 
Scripture reformed us from thefe Errors, and 
Scripture muſt preſerve us from returning to 
them ; for the Mind deftitute of God's Truth, 
is unarmed, and expoſed to the Subtleties of. 
Satan, and the Delufions of Men. What At- 
tempts have been lately made to deſtroy the 
Credit of this Book, is evident to all, who ob- 
ſerve the Diligence of a Set of Men, to com- 
paſs the vain and romantick Deſign of rooting 
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out ſacred and revealed Truth. But I hope 
it is a Leflon to ſincere Chriſtians of every 
Rank to ſtudy it the more, fince the Importance 
of it to ſupport Chriſtianity is confeſſed by 
their Enemies, while they ſpare no Pains to 
leſſen its Authority, and wreſt it, if poſſible, out 


of Mens Hands. 


THe ſecond Step towards reforming the 
Publick, by amending Families, is the good Ex- 
ample of the Heads of them. Example ſhews 
that the Rule is practicable ; as the Uſefulneſs 


_ of it to the Ends of Life, that it came from a 


Being perte&tly wiſe, who adapts his Laws to 
the Nature of Things. The great Legiſlator, the 
Son of GoD, who delivered a Rule both for pub- 
lick Life, and private Oeconomy, did not attempt 


_ to reform the World by Precept alone. What- 


ſoever he preſſed on the Conſciences of Men, he 
punctually fulfilled, as Circumſtances permitted, 


1n his own Perſon. His whole Life was a Com- 


ment on the Rule, and an outward Expreſſion 
of its great Power. 'The Faith, the Patience, 
the Obedience, and Love, inculcated by him, 
appeared in the Cures and Wonders he wrought ; 
in bearing Contradiction from the worſt of 
Men, and ſubmitting to Death, the Death of 
the Croſs, to execute the Counſel of him who 
ſent him. And the Tendency and Iflue of the 
new Covenant, were diſplayed in Miniature in 
his Perſon, whoſe perfe& Obedience was ſoon 
followed with a Train of Bleflings, whereby 
we are taught, that by ſo obeying, we ſhall ſo 
triumph. Now That which was done by the 
Son of G op, mult be praiſed by Parents and 

Maſters 
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Maſters of Families in their private Sphere, 
that 1s, their Actions muſt confirm what their 
Mouth teaches ; and the Fitneſs of the Rule, 
for the Peace and Happineſs of the ſocial Life, 
muſt be made to appear, from the good Effects 
that accrue to Families, from the Uſe of it ; 
for theſe leſs Societies bear a Reſemblance with 
greater Bodies. The good Conduct of a pru- 
dent Head, with the Comfort and Order con- 
ſequent thereupon, both convince Beginners in 
the Path of Virtue, that the Difficulties of it 
are not invincible as Fear may repreſent, and 
further encourage them to try the liſue, which 
will more than recompence all that they ſuffer 
by perſiſting in it. The bright Example of fo 
good a Man 1s not confined to his own Family. 
'The Influence 1s extended as far as his Com- 
merce. And it teaches thoſe, who will not be 
reformed by Liberty of Speech. The good 
Liver is always inſtructing in a filent Way. 
His Courſe of Actions 1s a conſtant Lecture, and 
his whole Life a State of Contention with wick- 
ed Men. They ſee their Follies in his Perfec- 
tions. And his rigid Virtue, if it cannot reform 
by teſtifying againſt them, yet will hardly fail to 
put them to Shame. They that for/ake the Law, 
{lays Solomon (a), praiſe the Wicked ; but ſuch as 
keep the Law contend with them.” 

lr a Man, bleſſed with a ſound Mind, and 
Riches ſufficient to procure him the Pleaſures 
and Amuſements of Life, be tound to employ 
them in a temperate Way, and in Acts of Be- 
neficence to Mankind, turning his Back to ſfen- 


{ual 


(a) Prov. xxvill. 4. 


£5 _ 


_ 


— 
EO EET ET. 


- FS S 
= z . 
- 


”—— 1 LNFT ROSE $4" -S 
# =; : © Z Sno 220 205 EIS 


pr, 295 At; 


S\. T5 27 


_ =_ - 
— ” TE” Lins 4 = Y - 
J 24 2 "I a .. lit. 4 

— : 2 : . * on =: L 


--- "w 


” i ==. ".* OS - £” FO 
by FRI ns m_ - HT = 


—_—— ———— 


- 


On 7 


Co ee. 
7-7, 


26 4 SERMON before the SOCIETIES 


ſual Delights, and directing his Countenance to 
ſomething better, as his chief Good, than the 
World affords : What an Incitement to a Life of 
Virtue isnot heregivento his Friendsand Family ? 
His Temperance is his Choice, and not of Neceſ- 
firy. His Prudence ſecures him from Suſpicion 
of Weakneſs. And they cannot but believe, from 
his ſteady Purſuit of what he 1s engaged in, that 
he would not have lighted a preſent Felicity, 
which many prefer, if a greater Pleaſure did not 
ariſe from obſerving the Rule, than departing 
from it; and he had not been aſlured of a bet- 
ter liſue of renouncing the World, than con- 
forming to it; the Hope of which can prevail 
more to confirm his Practice, than the beſt Ad- 
vantuges of this Life, to divert him from it, 
From this Obſervation, and theſe Thoughts, 
they proceed to conſider the Grounds of his 
Conduct, which fortifying the Mind to reſiſt 
 Plealure, ſhew their Suthciency to ſupport and 
comfort it in all Troubles. Whereas on the 
other Side, if Heads of Families caſt off the 
Bands of Virtue and Truth, which they ſeem 
ioiicitous to impole on others ; what an Occa- 
fion of Anger and Scorn 1s hereby adminiſtred 
to thoſe under them | who may thus argue in 
their own Hearts ; If you hate the Faults you 
reprove in others, why do you practiſe That 
which you hate ? If you love the Daties you 
inculcate on them, why are you. negligent in 
what you approve ? They will reſolve all into 
temporal Views, and not a Concern for their 
future Happineſs ; which they hardly can be- 
lieve that any will conſult, whoſe own Satis- 

EY faction 
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faction only ariſes from ſenſual Pleaſure. 'The 
abſurd Condu&t may tempt them to ſufpect, 
that the Rule is contrived to inſlave ſome for 
the Benefit of others ; and Actions Deng Con- 
11dered as Interpreters of Words, it is no Won- 
der if they drop the Rule, that is painful and 
contrary to Fleſh and Blood in its plain Senſe, 
and follow the Comment agreeable to them. 

THrrs laſt Step I ſhall here mention, rowards 
reforming the Publick, by amending Families, 
is private Diſcipline, If the Rule of Truth, 
confirmed and explained in the Lives and Ac- 
tions of virtuous Parents, Maſters, or Gover- 
nors, be yet ditregarded by negligent, {tubborn, 
and il1- diſpoted Yourn, Diicipline miſt ſucceed, 
and reſtrain That by timely Severity, which 
cannot be corrected by miider Methods, It 
they will not act as intelligent Beings, but be- 
come like Beaſts that have no Underitanding, 
they muſt not complain if they are treated like 
them. Iris an Act of Pity exerciſed towards 
_ them, and a prudent Provition for our own 
| Safety as well as others, Ir is an A@ of Pity to 
the Sinners themſelves, as it tends to prevent 
them from finiſhing their Sin ; z as it gives them 
Occaſion to reflect on the Error of their paſt 
Conduct, and the Iflue of purſuing the ſame 
Meaſures ; and ſeparates them from their Coun- 
ſellors and Companions in Sin. 

IT is a prudent Proviſion for our own Safety, 
fince Vice unreſtrained, will expoſe our For- 
runes, Credit, and Perſons, to the Frauds and 
Injuries of wicked Domefticks. And for others 
Safety, fince the Rebel at home, will hardly be 
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quiet and orderly abroad. If a Child be re- 
fradtory, or a Servant Slothful, Diſhoneſt, or 
Profane, their Vices will follow them where- 
ſoever they go. Publick and Private make no 
Difference in this Matter. A change of Situa- 
tion changes not Manners. Their Sin will ope- 
rate in all Conditions, in every Air ; and their 
Private appear in their Publick Behaviour, The 


| Streets will ring with their Oaths and Curſes; 


the Houſes of Reſort will proclaim their Ex-_ 
ceſs. They will purſue their Follies as far as 
they can; and will not be backward, when their 
own is waſted, to ſupply their Wants out of 
other Men's Fortunes. They will be Knaves 
in Buſineſs, and Plunderers out of it. The 
Roads and the Streets will ſcarcely be free from 
their bold inſults. The Simple and Induſtrious 


will be Tribatary to them. And the honeſt 
Man, who ſtrictly adheres to the Methods of 


Juſtice, and cannot retaliate Violence with Vi- 
olence, or one Fraud with another, will find 
himſelf oppreſſed by a ſ{ert of Men, for Protec- 
tion from whom the Laws were appointed, and 
the Sword put into the Magiſtrate's Hand. 'The 


checking this Wickednels in its firſt Efforts, be- 


fore it arrives at Confidence and Strength, is the 
Work of Families; for the 'Forrenr of Iniquity 

is fed by Rivulets from theſe Springs. _ 
CHILDREN are a Truſt committed to Pa- 
rents by Almighty Gop, to be trained and dif- 
ciplined for his Service, and in ſuch Manner as 
himſelf has preſcribed ; and not to be faſhioned 
as their Friends pleaſe, whoſe temporal Views 
ſometimes accompliſh them more for the Ser- 
VICC 
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vice of the God of this World, than the Gop 
of Heaven. Nor ſhould Maſters think, that a 
preſent Advantage, or the learning a Trade to 
procure the Conveniencies of a ſhort Life, is the 
only End they are obliged to purſue in educat- 
ing Youth. No; the Principal Buſineſs for 
which they were made, 1s to ſerve Gop, and 
expreſs his Image in a Life of Virtue. This 
{ſhould be uppermoſt in every Office and Station 

of Life, and ought not to be prejudiced by any 
Contract or Covenant with Man. For which 
Reaſon, the want of Diſcretion in a Child re- 
moved from his Parents Care, ſhould be con- 
 ſtantly ſupplied by the Maſter's Prudence, and 
every Thing be done to reform or improve, 
which the Friends themſelves ſhould have done 
for him, had the Youth continued under their 
Government. Does he come recommended 
with a good Education? 'tis the Maſter's Duty 
to finiſh the Work, as far as he can, ſo happi- 
ly begun. Is he curled with a bad One ? it no 
leſs becomes him to undo all; and add this to 
the worldly benefits received trom him, that by 
ſound Inſtruction and due Reſtraint, he become 
the Parent of the Child's Hope of a better Life. 
But what a Reproach would it caſt on him, 
ſhould a good Education be fuftered to be loſt, 
or a bad one to continue in his Family through 
his Fault! or what Satisfaction would it prove 
to the Youth, that he has gained an Art, which 
only can profit him in this Lite, at the expence 
of Innocence, Virtue, and Truth, which, if 
duely cultivated, would have made him happy 


in both Worlds? The like Conduct ſhould be 
thewn 
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ſhewn by Maſters, with proper Abatements, to 
their other Servants : But it after all, the in- 
bred Iniquity awed and kept under by private 
Diſcipline, caſt off Reſtraint when the Servant 
is freed, or the Child attains to the Stature of 
Man ; or impatient of Reproof, flies for Relief 
to the Parrons of Wickedneſs; the Publick 
Diſcipline ſucceeds the Private, and the ſtub- 
born Neck, which would not ſubmit to the 
Yoke of Wood, is forced to bend down to the 
Yoke of Iron. | | 

Is they ſtill contend with National Juſ- 
tice, as they did with Frivate, and Puniſhments 
repeated only produce repetition of Sin, a ge- 
neral good will however reſult from extream 


Puniſhment, the Publick will be freed from E- 


nemies to Order, Induſtry, and Peace; the 
Scandal of Example be removed out of it ; the 
Sober be admoniſhed to avoid their Fate, by 
perſiſting in the righteous and ſure Way ; the 
Novices in Wickedneſs, not to proceed in a 
Courſe of Life, which will probably end in the 
ſame Ruin; and the Proſperous and Old, to 
refle& on the Patience and Forbearance of Gop, 
which if ſtill neglected, will ſurely be followed 
with greater Severities in the next World, ſhould 
they prove ſo lucky in their own Conceit, as 
not to go off by the Puniſhments of this. To 
which may be added, that the due Execution 
of National Juſtice, will preſerve the Publick 
from the Guilt and Puniſhment of Sin unre- 
{trained. _ 

— This then 1s the Sum of what has been aid, 
in relation to the Method of reforming the 


'- AE. 
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Ape. The Rule of Duty is conveyed to us in 
the ſacred Books, the Study of which ſhould be 
followed and encouraged in private Families. 
'The Grace of God will aftiſt the honeſt and 
ſincere Heart, 'That which 1s learned muſt be 
ſhewn and illuſtrated in good Works ; and Ex- 
ample confirm what Inſtruction inculcates. The 
hard Heart mult be plowed with Diſcipline for 
the good Seed. By which Method, Knowledge 
and Virtue, founded in Youth, and cheriſhed in 
Families, will ſhine 1n their Beauty, Stature, 
and Strength in Maturity of Years, and adorn 
the Publick with uſeful Subjects for the vari- 
ous Bulineſs of the ſocial Life. 'The unhappy 
few, who will not be worked on by milder 
Methods, muſt be taught Obedience by the hea- 
vier Strokes of National Juſtice ; in bringing 
them to which, if honeſt, virtuous, and repu- 
table Men are ſometimes concerned, they ſhould 
not be blamed for an. A& of Compaſlion to the 
Sinners themſelves, or for timely providing for 
their own Safety, who muſt otherwiſe ſhare 
with theſe bold Criminals in the common Ruin, 
as joint Members of the fame Body, thould 
Sin unreſtrained by human Authority, ſwell to 
that Bulk, as to call down Vengeance on the 
whole Nation. 

Or what Conſequence fo venerable an A\- 
ſembly, as is here gathered, muſt neceflarily be 
 1n promoting the Work of Reforming Manners, 

we may well infer from the Stations and Au- 
thority, the known Virtues and Abilities of 
many ; who ſtrengthened with Laws, both hu- 
man and divine, and ſupported "7 Magiſtrates, 


and 
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and the greater Succours coming from Above, 
will trample down Wickedneſs, and advance 
Righteouſneſs in due Time, as the Power of 
Gop ſhall march on before them, and prepare 
their Way. Ir is no Diſcouragement to conſi- 
derate Men, if a good Work ſometime proceed 
bur with flow Steps, and bold Iniquity rear up 
its Head with renewed Rage. For Virtue and 
Knowledge gain on the Soul by little and little, 
as the ſpringing Light prevails on the Earth 
by Seconds and Minutes, except in Caſes where 
G 0D is pleaſed to diſcover the Force and Efh- 
cacy of Grace, in compendious Inſtances of 
Goodneſs to Men. Ir is not improbable, that 
ſome Oppoſition to this good Work, may be 
{uffered to continue, to exerciſe Patience, to add 
Experience to other Talents, and increaſe Faith 
and Dependance on Gop for a happy Succels ; 
| but notwithſtanding this Oppoſition, the Caule 
of Religion will ſurely prevail, the Progrets of 
which, the longer it is hindred by contrary 
Meaſures, will be ſo much the {wifter, when 
the Rubs are removed that lie in the Way ; and 
the Labourers 1n it, the more they are exerciſed 
by obſtinate Sinners, will be more furbiſhed, like 
poliſhed Shafts,' to paſs through the Heart of 
the Body of Sin. Th bvld Stand which is 
ſometimes made by overgrown Vice, is no more 
a Sign of confirmed Power, than it was to Fe- 
richo of invincible Strength, that its thick Walls 
did not fall down at the firſt Sounding of the 
ſacred Trumpets. And its fierce Aflaults in 
ſevere Cenſures, and bitter Words, will as little 
_ avail in the Ifſue of Things, to prevent the In- 
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creaſe of Virtue and Truth, as the Wind and 
the Waves to keep back the Veſſel that was 
carrying Chriſt to the oppoſite Shore. There 
is ſomething in Iniquity boiſterous and bold ; 
it conceals its Weakneſs in an Air of Terror ; 
its Onſet is fierce, and Retreat contemptible. 
But it is otherwiſe with Virtue, which is mild 
and modeſt ; it a&ts without Tumult ; its Cou- 
rage increaſes together with the Conteſt, and 
appears glorious in its full Strength, when the 
other languiſhes, faints, and expires. It is God's 
Decree, that 7he Earth ſhall be full of the Knows- 
ledge of the Lord (a), as the Waters cover the Sea ; 
But ſince Gop operares by ſecond Cauſes, let 
this worthy Body of the Church militant join 
its Endeavours to the Counſel of Gop, with 
Meekneſs, Patience, Prudence, and Love, every 
Member in his ſeveral Sphere, and his different 
Way, as their various Talents fit and invite 
them ; and the Fruit will appear of their good 
Offices in due Seaſon. However, it the Time 
ſhould be prolonged, and others ſhould reap 
what they now ſow ; yet this is their Comfort, 
that they cannot fail of the hoped for Reward, 
Chriſt aſſuring us, that both he that ſoweth, and 
| be that reapeth, ſhall rejoice together. To which 
Joy, may Gop bring us in due Time, through 
Perſeverance in well doing, for Jeſus Chriſt his 
Sake, to whom, &c. 


(a) Ifa. x1. 9. 
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